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INJECT: WHS? C0W2RSATI0M WITH HEW AF6HAH PRESIDENT 

l.-egs MRAEHftB TARA.iI, THE PRESIDENT OF AP3HABIS7A»*S NEW 
. RSVOLUTIOHARY COUtiCIL, AND HE LUCES TO BE CALLED "BR PRESIDENT," 
HECSIVSO ftE ALOSS IN HIS OFFICE AT THE OLD PRIME MINISTRY 
CJXI.CIK3 AT 5 P.X. OH HAT 6. I WAS RECEIVED AT THE ENTRANCE OF 
TH2 E!!£L0IK3 1Y THE SfiliS CHIEF AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF PROTOCOL WHO 
Kr.O SS3VEQ TI" PREVIOUS REGIME. AS AN INDICATION OF THE TIMES, 
?.<£ DEPUTY Ci'IEF, WHO IS A MOK&IMAOZAX , STARTED WEEPING WHEN I 
f.SKED HIM pncjT HIS FA'IILY. IT WAS IN THIS HOOD THAT HE USHERED 

as zmo his rr:;j chief's office, security precautions seehed 

TO CE K2 STEAL, WITH OtfLY ONE ARMORED VEHICLE VISIBLE IN THE 

SWO CDUPOUSD OF T!S PRI1JS BIGISTBY. 

CHO 

__,, 2. "fiSAJCX GREETED HE VITH A VARK HANDSHAXE AND A FRIENDLY SMILE, 

TCU 5M L y SicORDEn GT PHOTOGRAPHERS . VE THEM SAT DOWN IN THE CORKER 

•" C? WIS OFFICE A:^> EXCHa:»ED A FEW PLEASANTRIES WHILE OUR PICTURES 

OAO / COKTIiaSD TO 3E SNAPPED. I GOT A 0000 LAUQH FROM HIM WHEN I 

... r SAID I WAS SORRY I HAD NOT HET Hid DURING Kf FOUR AND ORE* 

v au mjF YSArjS jjj AptsHAHISTAN — AND EVEN SORRIER DURING THE PAST 

AfiR HNS DAYS. TARAKI SPOKE EXCELLENT, IF SOMEWUT BUSTY, ENGLISH. 

f B l A 5. TARAKI 8 S3 AN HIS CONVERSAnOH BY RECOUNTING. WITH OBVIOUS 

Rb PRIDE AND RELISH THE SUCCESS OP HIS REVOLUTION^ STRESSING THAT 

TCTR IT IS A. REVOLUTION AMD NOT A CG1P. HE SAID ON THURSDAY, APRIL 

Ct-CC 27, THE TANKS FIRST ROVED IN THE DIRECTION OF KABUL ABOUT 

e „, 9 ."•'*!., BUT TOOK HORE THAN TWO HOURS TO REACH THE CENTER OF THE 

cwa eir:. by evz.-jixg, the daoud regime had lost the battle, although 
csu ( y» ;-v tr.itr. n vain during the night to send reinforcements 

Ft?..! CZZSSAl CURPS HEADSUARTERS- AND FRONiKASaHA. WITH THE COKIKG 
/ 0? ..V'.fSHT, HE SAID, THE AIR FORCE-WAS ABLE TO- FINISH THE JOB, 
-"'•J- — :;-V.::".:iLE f WTTItlM THE PALACEDAOL'D HAD BEEM,ASin> TO SURRENDER, 

TAB* LJT r^-iiSCD, «!»T AT HIS ATTACKERS, AS DID HIS MXFE AND FARILY, 

)S fa i:-i VAS UESir-ORE KIU.3). TKE INTENTION, SAID TARAKI, HAD BEEN 

1J TVcX KI*I *-3 A CAPTt'.'E. TARAKI ADDED- THAT DAOUD PROBABLY WOULD 

-ma v-r: iiy. c- -T-rARTf .* s^b A!n>*p*:»rt».Y shot, taraki had yfst^ay 

/ ?...« vi-..,-..y r.i :.-.-■: v,v. ,• : i, ,:.;:.. . ; .; ; r£0-THE SOLDIER WHO had SEEN 
-hf-^S 0"f 5Y D»SUD*« "WHITE PfSTOL." 
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4. Wmjfc* SAID HE *AS SJJPMXSra THAT X*AgTOT Bffll tffl 
PfRST d*d»S5A00R TO CALL C'vf KX-* S'-C ,5i WAT HL XS Tr^lKJ TO 

gSJusTw SaKtaxsS isji ig^g« S^«» wR^UPhe 

PEOPLE. ASS FOR THE PEOPLE.* CORRECTING HXHSELF A BIT, K2 SAID HE 

So ASXSD THE SAME QUESTXOM OF THE PAXXSTABl 613ASSACQR BECAUSE 

PAXrSTAK AND A^HAMISTAS HAVE SO SUCH XM COfflKJtt, CULTURALLY AMD 



ETHNICALLY, 



5. X THEN EXPLAINED THAT Xff CASES LIKE JHIS* VESOO HOT EXTOIO 
FORHAL RBoSwraSraut IHOICATE, AS "WE RAVE DOHE, THAT ¥E .VAHT 
W cSlSSc TORHAf DIPLOMATIC REUTIOKS. I SAID, n ^FACT, W 
KOPX TO HAVE CLOSE «ORKll» RELATIONS WITH THE NEW O0VERH3EKT. X 
So»r*S S» »S STATED; THAT I HOPE HIS SOVJRl^ST WBLg; '.AVE 
A CHANCE SOOn TO AFFIRM THE VALIWW OFWgSTOM WUHES AW» 
«R£H«EHtSr HE MADE HO C0HHE8T M THAI SUaaESTXOll* 

& AT SEVERAL FOISTS DURIS3 THESE ^JWf^pSBMWES, 
Tln*ift RSPEHREO TO THE TME HE HAD SPEHT XM 1HE UHXTtD STATlSy 

ffliAUTT OF FRANKNESS. WE «3BSE0 THAT AF8HA«© «SO AHERlQAHS HAVE 
LOTS IH COHHOH XR THIS RB3ARB. ' ^ ",■''" 

7. X THEB STATED X WANTED TO BE FRARX WITH I HXH. I SAID THAT, AS 
HE KNEV. THE U'lITEO STATES HAD NEVER S008KT ACT STRATBHC OR 

OF THE CARDINAL POINTS OP OUR POLICY J^ TO «Etf -Are^H** 
*ut¥Tfit!t ITS ISDSPSHDENCE* XTS IHTJ3RIYY, AHD ITS HATX3HAL „„„,„., 

SSnw.S w^Si%A8«^r;^w» mr sxhce we bwtmk 

tfft tMnT4 IT WAS QL'R VIE¥ THAT THC OHLY COORTRT THAT GOULD 

pSJi3l? ^reIteh aSSa«««h«* iwwraw^wjSra^HgLWS"* 

WPAST TXSES, X KOTEO, OUR POLICY HAD BEEU JO TRY TO WKSTRUCT 

TOOK TOOsl OF THE SOVIET USIOH 8ECAUSETHAT WWLD 
POLICY., 

m WiOER THE APPROACH THE UHITED STATES TAKES TO¥A«J 
KiS COOHTRT, ST 
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9. I THEN SAID THAT IK EVALUATING THE POLICIES OF A 
8QVERNMENT IN A DEVELOPING COUNTRY LIJCS ADGHANISTAN, 
THE UNITED STATES WOULD LOOK FIRST AMD FOREMOST AT 
WHAT THAT GOVERNMENT IS DOING TO RAISE THE STANDARD 
OF LIVING OF ITS PEOPLE AND TO ASSURE THE MAINTENANCE 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS :•_— ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND • 
LEGAL. AT THIS POINT, TARAJCI BECAME RICH MORE ANIMATED 
AND HELD FORTH AT SOME LENGTH ON THE SU8JECT OF HOW 

HIS GOVERNMENT WANTS TO HELP THE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN. 
HE SAID THAT HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES — . USUKE HIS 
PREDECESSORS , REALLY CARE ABOUT THE POOR PEOPLE OF THIS 
COUNTRY AND HAVE NO INTEREST IN PUTTING MONEY IN SWISS 
BANKS. HE SAID THAT IH JUD2I83 HIS GOVERNMENTS 
POLICIES, WE SHOULD ASK THE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN 
WETHER THEY TMNX THEY ARE SUCCESSFUL. IH THE PAST, 
HE BELIEVED FORE TENDED TO TSK THE ARISTOCRATS 

WHO, OF COURSE, WERE NOT INTERESTED IK HELPING THE 
POOR BECAUSE SUCK A POLICY WOULD THREATEN THEIR OWN 
PROSPERITY. RBBAROIN3 HUMAN RIGHTS, TARAXI SAID 
THIS IS A VERY COMPLICATED PROBLEM AND THAT EACH NATION 
MUST JUD3E FOR ITSELF THE KINO OF HUMAN RIGHTS THAT • 
ARE MOST SUITED TO ITS OWN SITUATION AND CULTURE. HE 
MADE IT CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT HE WOULD NOT WANT US TO 
HMAKE VALUE JUDGMENTS WHICH WOULD BE TANTAMOUNT TO ' 
INTERFERENCE IN Af&XAKSTJlK'S INTERSAL. AFFAIRS* L 
ASSURED HIM THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS NO D2KIRE TO 
TRY TO TRANSPLANT ITS GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM ELSEWHERE, 
BUT THAT VS, NEVERTHELESS, CARE DEEPLY ABOUT HUMAN 
RIGHTS. 

10. TARAXI THEN SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD JUDGE OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS BY THEIR WILLINGNESS TO HELP AFGHANISTAN. 
HE SAID THAT HIS GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

• PLANS HAD NOT YET BEEN FORMULATED, PUT THAT HE WOULD 
BE ASKING US FOR ASSISTANCE AS, INDEED, HE WOULD BE 
ASKING THE SOVIET UNION AND OTHER COUNTRIES. HE SAID 
THAT THE PRINCIPAL SLOGAN, ADDUHG THAT HE REALLY MEANT 
POLICY AKJ ROT SLOGAN, OF HIS GOVERNMENT IS TO PROVIDE 
BREAD, CLOTHING, AMD SHELTER FOR THE MASSES. I 
DESCRIBED OUR AID PROGRAM OF RECENT YEARS AND ITS 
EMPHASIS ON HEALTH, EDUCATXON, AND AGRICULTURE FOR 
THE RURAL POOR. HE SAID HE WOULD TELL ME, AS HE HAD 
TOLD THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR, THAT OUR RESPECTIVE AID 
PROGRAMS HAD FAILED, AND THAT THE FAILURE WAS -DUE TO 
THE LACK OF COMMITMENT OF THE PREVIOUS REGIME. I SAID 
I AGREED WITH HIM THAT OUR AID PROGRAM HAD MOT ACHIEVED 
ITS GOALS. HE ASKED ME WHY. I REPLIED THAT HE KNEW 
• HIS OWN COUNTRY BETTER. THAN .1, -AND THAT I WOULD MERELY 
SAY THAT THE PREVIburGOVERttSrHT WAS HOT CAPABLE OF 
IHPLEKEHTCNG THE KIND OF PRuJRAH-THAr WE WISHED TO SEE 
IMPLEMENTED. HE OBVIOUSLY TOOK- GREAT PLEASURE IN MY 
SAYING THIS. 
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11. TAHAXl THEH SftIO HE -WAHTO TO KAJCTSUM mT-I 
UNDERSTOOD WHAT KE .KEAHT J&T "BREAD". *5Lf £ D Jg XK? 
10 PROVIDE JOSS FOB THE THOUSANDS OF AFBHAIB WW HAVE 
LEFT THE COUNTRY TO WORK IN MH0«IR)rA8R0A0 ; THIS 
WILL SEAN THE CONSTRUCTION OF IMSCSTWf A»D I»FtA- 
STWCTURE, AHD HE HOPED WE WOULD HELP «™J*»J« *• 
TOW Kin THAT ONCE THE J^ROPMAre Mf^JTOM HIS . 
QOVERNBZNT WERE PREPAREDJO OISCUSSEUCH «TTTO *"* 
US, KY Alt MSSIQN DIRECTOR AHD X WOLD BE HAPPT TO DO 
SO. 

12. I THEN SAID THAT ONE OTHER HATTER OF XHPORTABCE TO THE 
UNITED STATES IS THE STABILITY Of THIS REGION OF THE WORLD. I 
SAID VE HAVE SEEN DELIGHTED AT THE PROGRESS THAT HAS BEE! HADE 
IS RECENT YEARS IN DEVELOPING RE8I0KAJL COO!CTATXO&«TARAK£ SAID 
THAT THAT VAS, OF C0U3SE, A HATTER THAT fttS GOVERNMENT WOULD BE 
STUDYIN3. KE ALSO SAID THAT WHEN ODE TALKS OF REGIONAL CO* 
OPERATION, THAT HEAtfS NOT ONLY COOPERATION WITH BOW* PAKISTAN^ 
AND fflA»;-r BUT ALSO WITH THE SOVIET SOTO* 

15. THE CONVERSATION ENDED WITH PLEASANTRIES AS IT HAD BESOM, 
HE SAID THAT HE HOPED THt SOVIET OTIQH WOOD NOT 3UDGE HIJf BADLY 
IF HE BUILT HOSE HOSOUSSf BY THE SAME TONH, HE HOPED VE WOULD 
HOT JUDOS HIH BADLY IF HE, HIMSELF, SID NOT SO TO A BOSQUE. HE 
CONCLUDED BY SATINS THAT EVERYTHING HE HAD TOLD KE HE HAD ALSO 
TOLD THE SOVIET AW8ASSA0CR. 

14. COITCNTt TARAKI IS A SLIM, VHTTB-HAIR©, PROFESSORIAL HAN 
HMO LOOKS SOMEWHAT OLDER THAN 61. HE HAS THE CHAS AMD EHPATHT 
THAT ONE LEARNS TO ASSOCIATE WITH AFeKANS. HE IS ALSO CLEARLY 
K^KEADED At® EXHILARATED BY HIS SUCCESS. WHEN HE IS PARTICULARLY 

EurKUSUSTIC ABOUT a point he is baking, his eyes assume a fierce, 

3C0ST DSNATICAL INTENSITY. OIR CONVERSATION WAS EXTREMELY 
CORDIAL AND VAS ALSO, I THINK, A REAL DIALOG. 

ELIOT 
ST 
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